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The Pan African Theosophical Federation was formed to promote contacts between the various African Theosophical Sections, Regional Associations, Lodges and Members.  We invite contact from anyone interested in Theosophy in Africa, because it is our main aim to spread universal wisdom (Theo-Sophia) throughout Africa and to promote the type of brotherhood and sisterhood that transcends ethnic, religious and ideological differences.
                                 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE – AFRICA IN 2008
Dear Brothers and Sisters

Positive change is seldom seen in Africa for the masses and this will continue to be the case for the foreseeable future, until corruption and greed of the privileged  few, changes into a desire by leaders for all to benefit from what ever resources a specific country has to offer.

I am heartened by stories of African courage, bravery and compassion for their fellow human beings and efforts by some African Leaders to resolve conflicts in countries which cannot help themselves due to religious and ethnic differences or just plain greedy criminal motives.

The traditional sources of “monetary aid” or “hand outs” from western nations to Africa, is responsible in part for many African governments not getting their house in order. Getting something for nothing goes against the natural laws of cause and effect. Also making a person or group dependant on another’s generosity without helping them to help themselves out of that dependency is immoral. However, America’s economy is in recession and European economies are stagnant.  This is why promises of aid are made but delivery does not match the promises.
The current growth area in the world is in South East Asia, mainly in China and India. These countries have their own areas of poverty needing attention. They have not relied solely on western nation hand outs, but have grown strong economically through industrialisation with Western world technology and investment in industries, plus their own sound financial planning.
India is taking over western industry to obtain their expertise and respected brand names.
China is investing in Africa but only where there oil or minerals can be extracted for China’s rapidly growing industries. 

Financial hand outs from the west for African politicians to steal or squander will therefore become less plentiful, so African leaders must wake up to this fact and begin to get their own economic houses in order. There will be economic advantages for the African countries with rich mineral deposits - but as mentioned previously, this will not benefit the majority of their country’s peoples. Those with little or mineral resources will suffer.
Our neighbouring country Zimbabwe which has an inflation rate of 100 000% plus, went to the polls last month to elect a new government. There has been widespread rigging of voter’s rolls and intimidation by the ruling party. But in spite of this, the people voted for the opposition party and its leader as president to rule the country. However, the current president who has been in power for 28 years does not want to believe that anyone else should be president in spite of the fact that his regime has ruined the country and his people have had enough of his misrule and malevolent dictatorship. The electoral commission delayed announcing the results of the presidential election for more than a month and the president’s military cronies are now terrorising known opposition party supporters. Prior to an unnecessary presidential run off election. 
The president is therefore hanging on to power by any means instead of graciously stepping down and allowing the will of the people to decide without intimidation. He also needs to realise that a new dispensation is required to pull the country out of the mess it is in. It appears as though the situation is developing into a humanitarian crisis.
Millions of Zimbabweans along with many from other countries to the North, have been migrating to South Africa to escape economic mismanagement, rampant corruption, conflict and thus instability, poverty and hopelessness.
These people get across the border illegally and move into the informal settlements next to large towns and cities hoping to find what little work there is. Unemployment in SA is already very high. So in order to survive, the majority turn to crime. 
Recently black South Africans living in the town ships eventually lost patience with the flood of immigrants into their townships and violence ensued chasing these foreigners out of their neighbourhoods. 

Mainly European and Asians in the community came to these displaced persons aid. The SA politicians condemned the violence but did little else, as they had already removed the army from effectively patrolling the borders which had previously stopped the majority from entering the country illegally. The police were then given the job, but do not have adequate recourses to handle desperate people flooding across South Africa’s extensive borders ▄
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

As Theosophists we seek to form a nucleus of universal brothers and sisters without distinction of race, creed, sex, caste or colour. Our job as Theosophists is to help in breaking down the barriers existing between peoples as a result of their differences in culture, ethnicity, religion, ideology, education and status. So the aim is to help reduce the suffering of humanity and animals caused by man's inhumanity to one another and other forms of life. 

Let us as Theosophists develop our own strategies to combat division and alienation amongst the peoples of the world. Let us work upon ourselves to remove our own prejudices and help others to overcome theirs. We must become examples of the Theosophical way, bringing light and love wherever we are, to dispel the darkness of despair and hopelessness. Compassion and insight should be our watchwords.

The greatest help one person can give to another, is to help them to help themselves and in turn to help others to help themselves in a beneficial way. 
NEWS FROM THE SECTIONS
EAST AND CENTRAL AFRICAN SECTION
The Section activities continue in Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia and to smaller extent in Uganda. Kenya is still the most active region with Nairobi being the focal point and headquarters.
The East and Central African Convention took place in Dar-es-Salaam from Friday 6 April  Monday 9 April 2007 The Theme was “ The Quest for Truth” The main Guest Speaker was  H. Sharan from India who gave some very good lectures with a Buddhist themead Bro B. Vorah gave a talk about Colonel Olcott’s life and work. This was especially auspicious as this year is the centenary of Colonel Olcott’s Death and his interest in Buddhism
WEST AFRICAN SECTION

The section comprises   lodges and centres in Nigeria, Ghana, Cameroon and Liberia.
T.S. HEADQUARTERS BUILDING
During the PATF Chairman’s visit to Adyar in December he met John Boakye, Assistant General Secretary of the West African Section and the Chairman was appraised about work in the West African Section.
The work on the T.S. West Africa Headquarters building is progressing well. The structural work on both the ground and the first floors has been completed and painting work is also almost completed. With a few individual members’ efforts, they are making steady progress continuing to the complete of the interior. They hope to officially and formally open it in due course.

Any financial help for this project will be very much appreciated by the General Secretary Paul Kwakye and his Executive Committee.

THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN SECTION

The General Secretary was invited to Japan and Cambodia as a South African delegate in her capacity as the General Secretary of the South African Section of the TS, to attend and speak at the Peace Congress and Conventions of these countries. 
The National Convention was held in Cape Town from March 21 to 23. The Convention Theme was “Change Yourself and Move Mountains”. The Convention was well attended with a large delegation from Gauteng’s two lodges in Johannesburg and Pretoria.  The Current General Secretary, Assistant General Secretary and most of the other EXCO officers were re-elected for another two years. The National Registrar is now Louise Wade who previously held this office for many years.
The Section now has a new Lodge in Germiston, it began as a Study Centre and eventually changed to a Lodge, so there are now three TS Lodges in Gauteng.

The Southern African Section now has its own web site www.theosophy.org.za
In the light of modern physics, it is interesting to note what Colonel Henry Steel Olcott had to say regarding electricity and comment by Baroda in 1882 published “The Theosophist”. In current physics, light can be demonstrated to comprise of both photon particles and a wave form of energy.
IS ELECTRICITY MATTER OR FORCE?*
[The Theosophist, Vol. III, No. 12, September, 1882, pp. 318-319]
In a very interesting and able address on “The Common Foundation of all Religions,” delivered at Madras, on April 26, 1882, by Colonel H. S. Olcott, while speaking of matter asserted that electricity is matter, like the air and water.
Is electricity matter or force? “Well then, is it matter, or something else? I say matter plus something else. And here stop a moment to think what matter is. Loose thinkers—among whom we must class raw lads fresh from College, though they be ever so much titled—are apt to associate the idea of matter with the properties of density, visibility, and tangibility. But this is very inexcusable. The air we breathe is invisible, yet matter—its equivalents of oxygen, hydrogen (?), nitrogen, and carbonic acid, are each atomic, ponderable and demonstrable by analysis. Electricity cannot, except under prepared conditions, be seen, yet it is matter. The universal ether of science no one ever saw, yet it is matter in a state of extreme tenuity. Take the familiar example of forms of water, and see how they rapidly run up the scale of tenuity until they elude the clutch of science: stone-hard ice, melted ice, condensed steam, superheated and invisible steam, electricity (?) and—it is gone out of the world of effects into the world of causes!
Comment by Baroda
The familiar examples of air, water, and the universal ether given by the learned Colonel to illustrate matter, are well known and cannot be disputed for a moment, but how he reconciles the idea of electricity, being also an example of matter, cannot be conceived. Taking his own definition of matter, “atomic, ponderable, and demonstrable,” I cannot understand how his material electricity will stand these tests. I will explain this further on when showing the difference between force and matter.
According to the latest theories, electricity is regarded as a force, and not matter. The best thinkers and best writers on physical science, as taught in Europe, are agreed on this point. Professor Tyndall, one of the best materialistic philosophers of the present century, while writing on “Matter and Force,” says: 
“Long-thinking and experimenting has led philosophers to conclude that matter is composed of atoms, from which whether separate or in combination, the whole material world is built up. The air we breathe, for example, is mainly a mechanical mixture of the atoms of oxygen and nitrogen. The water we drink is also composed of oxygen and hydrogen. But it differs from the air in this particular, that in water the oxygen and hydrogen are not mechanically mixed, but chemically combined. The atoms of oxygen and those of hydrogen exert enormous attraction over each other; so that, when brought into sufficient proximity, they rush together with an almost incredible force to form a chemical compound. But powerful as is the force with which these atoms lock themselves together, we have the means of tearing them asunder, and the agent by which we accomplish this may here receive a few moments’ attention.”
Then he goes on describing the development of this force which he calls electricity. Here Professor Tyndall clearly shows that matter is different from force.
Again, in the chapter on Scientific Materialism, Professor Tyndall says:
“The forms of the minerals resulting from this play of polar forces are various, and exhibit different degrees of complexity. Men of science avail themselves of all means of exploring their molecular structure. For this purpose they employ in turn as agents of exploration, light, heat, magnetism, electricity, and sound.”
According to the latest researches of modern physical science, philosophers have recognized the existence of some agency, which they either call a force or energy, and they regard the several physical forces, viz., light, sound, heat, magnetism, and electricity as but different manifestations of the same.
Professor Balfour Stewart regards electricity as a manifestation of energy. 
Professor Ganot defines electricity as a physical agent.
Professor Miller calls it a compound force.
Force, energy, and physical agent are simply different words to express the same idea. It will thus be seen that the modern men of science are agreed upon this point, that electricity is a force. Let us proceed a step further, and see whether matter and force are interchangeable terms. That is whether matter is force, or force is matter.
From the quotations given above, it will be seen that Professor Tyndall says that matter is composed of atoms, and that which keeps these atoms together or tears them asunder is force. That is, matter is different from force. As matter is composed of atoms it must be ponderable; Colonel Olcott admits this. It can be proved by experiment that the air we breathe, and the water we drink, have each of them some weight. The universal ether of science, which exists in extreme tenuity, can be proved to possess some weight.*
Is this test applicable to force? In whatever form it may be manifest, as light, sound, heat, magnetism, or electricity, it can be experimentally proved that it has no weight.
Light, according to the latest theories in science, is the result of undulations or vibrations of an elastic medium or ether of inconceivable tenuity, filling all space. By any scientific apparatus, yet known, it is not practicable to weigh a ray of light. If we pass several rays of light through a lens or prism, it does not in any way gain in weight.
Heat is the vibration of the atom of a body. Can we weigh heat? I don’t think we can. The ball experiment is well known even to the beginners of science.
Magnetism or electricity are called polar forces.
A soft iron bar, after it is permanently magnetized, does not gain in weight.† So, also, a Leyden jar charged with electricity does not gain in weight; or a platinum wire attached to the two poles of a galvanic battery which will be red hot while electricity is passing through it, will not gain in weight. It may be urged by some that the present science has not the means to weigh these. The simple reply to this would be that if the chemical balance is now capable of weighing minute bodies, there is no reason why these agents, which are both demonstrable and appreciable, should not be weighed by it, if they had any weight. 
It would seem that such an argument may be brought forward simply with a view to evading the point in question.
––––––––––
† “Soft iron cannot be “permanently” magnetised. Our correspondent confounds it probably with steel. [H.P.B.] 
––––––––––
Hence we may conclude that these several manifestations of force are imponderable. As matter is ponderable, they cannot be matter: that is, force is not matter. Electricity has been described above as a force; therefore, it is not matter. How is it then that electricity is called matter, and is mentioned as an illustration of matter along with air and water?
As a question of science, discussion on this subject seems desirable, and The Theosophist would assist the cause of science by giving publicity to this letter, and inviting replies to it from those including Colonel Olcott, who maintain that electricity is matter and not a force.
Baroda’s letter, July 19, 1882.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Diana Dunningham Chapotin, The International Secretary of the TOS, kindly supplied this article in French.
LE TRAVAIL DU THÉOSOPHE      
Il n'est pas facile de savoir comment le travail de la S.T. doit être fait. Il peut y avoir tant de con​ceptions différentes concernant la S.T. C'est une société dans laquelle il y a liberté d'opinion et de pensée. Elle encourage un mental ouvert, un es​prit de recherche et de découverte. Et pourtant, la Société ne peut s'identifier avec toutes les sortes de cultes et toutes les sortes de pensées. On doit sentir la vérité, face aux opinions diverses et trou​ver où se situe la frontière, pourrait-on dire.

Certains pensent que la Société doit devenir une plate-forme pour n'importe quelle idée propo​sée. Mais il peut y avoir toutes sortes de supersti​tions, de déclarations faites par des gens à pro​pos de révélations psychiques et de communica​tions qui prennent le déguisement de la vérité.

La Société n'est pas réellement occupée de tout cela. Elle est préoccupée par la Vérité. La question est de savoir ce qu'est la Vérité et où la trouver.

La Vérité ne peut être trouvée que si le men​tal est très vigilant, éveillé ; s'il est incertain, il peut prendre ce qui est illusoire pour la Vérité. Nous devons tous bien connaître les Marches d'Or, que l'étudiant doit gravir pour atteindre le Temple de la Divine Sagesse.

L'étudiant doit être avide d'apprendre et notre manière d'approcher toutes choses doit être celle d'un étudiant. Nous ne sommes pas des Sages qui pouvons dire : "Nous allons donner la Lumière aux autres." Qui sommes-nous pour donner la Lumière aux autres alors que nous ne voyons pas encore clair, nous-mêmes ? Mais nous pouvons partager avec les autres le désir d'être des étudiants, le désir de gravir les marches qui conduisent au Temple de la Sagesse et de la Lumière.

Mais, pour faire cela, nous devons incarner en nous-mêmes l'esprit de l'étude. Nous devons être vigilants, nous devons être des étudiants in​telligents, non paresseux et bornés, et nous ne de​vons ressentir aucun sentiment de satisfaction pour ce que nous savons déjà, ou à cause des idées que nous avons maintenant. Quand le mental est satisfait, il s'endort. Sentir qu'on a trouvé, qu'on a atteint quelque chose est une forme d'assoupissement. Pour être éveillé, on ne doit pas être facilement satisfait ; on doit à tout moment être en train d'étudier et de chercher, creusant sa propre compréhension, élargissant ses propres perspectives.

Chacun de nous doit vivre la sorte de vie qui est correcte pour atteindre le Temple de la Sa​gesse. Un chemin a été tracé : "un esprit ouvert, un cœur pur, une intelligence éveillée, une per​ception spirituelle non voilée". Ceci couvre toute la vie ; nous avons besoin de tout cela. Si nous som​mes très étroits dans notre approche, étroits dans notre attitude, et satisfaits de cette étroitesse, nous pouvons ne pas trouver la Vérité parce que tout ce qui est "nous" doit être préparé à recevoir la Sagesse.

Une vie propre, cela veut dire beaucoup de choses. Cela veut dire que tout ce que nous fai​sons doit être fait avec franchise, droiture et sans détour. Une personne peut penser qu'elle est fran​che, mais il peut y avoir beaucoup de petites cho​ses dans lesquelles elle n'est pas absolument droite, directe et ouverte. Nous devons rendre propres toutes les parties de notre vie ... Toutes nos intentions et les méthodes que nous adoptons doivent être justes et droites. On doit agir avec compréhension et ne pas faire certaines choses surtout parce que ce n'est pas ce qu'on fait d'habi​tude. Chacun doit découvrir si la façon conven​tionnelle de faire quelque chose est la façon cor​recte et juste. Cela peut très bien ne pas l'être.

L'histoire de la S.T. montre qu'aucun de ses chefs ne fut conventionnel. H.P.B. ne l'a pas été, ni le Dr. Besant, ni plusieurs autres. Ils ont rejeté les conventions, non pour être des rebelles, mais parce que les conventions n'étaient pas en har​monie avec la Vérité qu'ils voyaient. Une façon de vivre correcte, une vie propre, peut demander le rejet de bien des choses habituelles.

Un mental ouvert implique également beau​coup de choses : la capacité et le désir de voir  différents points de vue et particulièrement ceux qui s'opposent aux nôtres et ne sont pas en accord avec notre tempérament.

Annie Besant dit dans son autobiographie que Charles Bradlaugh lui avait dit d'étudier les opinions contraires aux siennes avec plus d'atten​tion que celles avec lesquelles elle était en accord.

C'est un entraînement du mental que de chercher ce qui est valable dans le point de vue d'un autre. Beaucoup d'entre nous se créent des préjugés très rapidement, et ceux-ci nous empê​chent de nous former une opinion vraie de ce que quelqu'un peut dire. Mais dans tout ce que cette personne dit, il peut y avoir un point qui mérite d'être considéré, et, si l'on a un mental parfaite​ment ouvert, on devrait être prêt à écouter, à ré​fléchir à la question, à l'examiner de nouveau et à voir si notre rejet était justifié.

Un mental ouvert doit être ouvert à tout mo​ment, non seulement vis-à-vis des points de vue philosophiques, mais ouvert pour comprendre toutes les situations. A. Besant était présidente depuis de nombreuses années quand quelqu'un lui dit : "Vous êtes très autoritaire." Elle était très respectée partout dans le monde, elle a lutté pour la liberté. Elle aurait pu dire immédiatement : "Non, ceci est absurde ; j'ai toujours prôné la liber​té." Au lieu de cela, elle dit : "Croyez-vous ? Je vais y penser et voir si je suis autoritaire." Un mental ouvert veut dire être dépouillé de préjugés, même et surtout envers soi-même.

Un cœur pur implique que la motivation doit être juste. Le travail que nous faisons sera bénéfi​que pour le monde, quel que soit ce travail, travail social, travail d'enseignant, ou tout autre, ou en​core donner des cours de théosophie, seulement si la force du désintéressement se trouve à l'arrière-plan de ce que nous faisons. Si le désintéresse​ment ne se trouve pas parmi les membres de la S.T., le travail de la Société ne prospérera jamais. La Société en entier doit être un canal pour les forces du bien qui existent au niveau spirituel, et ces Pouvoirs ne se déversent que lorsqu'il n'y a pas d'obstruction par la volonté personnelle, l'égo​centrisme, les actions égoïstes.

Ne soyons pas trop sûrs d'être désintéressés. Nous pouvons agir quelquefois de façon désinté​ressée sur un plan superficiel, nous aimons tous être utiles. Mais avoir un cœur pur, être capable de dire : "Il n'y a pas trace de souillure dans mon cœur" est une chose très difficile. Pourtant, il est possible d'atteindre cet état sans tache quand on ne désire rien pour soi-même. C'est la marque de la Perfection. L'Adepte est quelqu'un qui est entiè​rement libéré de motivation personnelle. Pour faire Leur travail sur terre, nous devons avoir quelque chose de cette qualité et cela en tant que Société, en tant que Groupe et en tant que membre.

L'intellect doit être ardent et ne doit pas être dédaigné. Il doit être développé. Ainsi l'étudiant doit se cultiver comme une fleur aux multiples pé​tales, et non courir dans une routine étroite. Alors il peut y avoir perception spirituelle. Celui qui est éveillé spirituellement peut aider les autres. C'est là le vrai chemin pour montrer la Lumière, mais cela implique énormément de travail. Nous ne pouvons simplement décider que nous apportons la Lumière. Nous ne pouvons acheter la lampe nulle part. Là où il y a de la Lumière, il n'y a pas de choses à faire. Il n'est pas nécessaire de faire quelque chose pour faire partir l'obscurité. Quand la Lumière est là, l'obscurité disparaît d'elle-même.

S'il y a perception spirituelle nette de tout voile dans un individu, l'obscurité se dissipe au​tomatiquement autour de lui.. Dès lors, tout ce qu'il dit et fait sera une source de Lumière. Voilà la sorte de Lumière que nous devons donner.

Cela signifie vivre la Théosophie. La Théoso​phie vécue ne devrait pas devenir seulement une phrase. Cela signifie tout ce qui est impliqué dans les Marches d'Or. Cela veut dire la capacité de coopérer les uns avec les autres, d'oublier nos dé​sirs et nos différences personnelles. Je me sou​viens quand, étant enfant, je me joignis à la S.T., j'entendais dire que, dans une cause comme celle-là, on ne devrait jamais dire "je veux cela", ou "j'aime ce climat, donc je vais travailler ici", ou "je n'aime pas ces gens, donc je ne vais pas travailler avec eux", etc...

Si nous comprenons la magnificence du tra​vail, la beauté, la splendeur de découvrir et de partager la Lumière, ces désirs personnels de​viennent très insignifiants.

Si nous savons travailler dans cet état d'es​prit, alors, même s'il n'y a que peu de membres dans la Société Théosophique, elle peut devenir un merveilleux ensemble de personnes. C'est ce que la S.T. est supposée être, non une société ordi​naire. Il y a des quantités de sociétés cherchant à réveiller une bonne volonté internationale. Il y a beaucoup de gens qui disent que le travail de la S.T. a été pris par d'autres organismes. C'est parce que nous ne comprenons pas ce qu'est le travail réel de la Société Théosophique. Nous pen​sons à l'aspect externe. Mais, dans la Société, il doit y avoir quelque chose de plus, une façon de vivre, une attitude, une flamme qui ne peut être éteinte car la vérité s'y trouve. La flamme de la Vérité doit brûler, au moins un petit peu, dans le cœur de chacun d'entre nous.

Comme nous le disions au début, nous ne sommes pas des Sages qui pouvons dire : "Nous allons donner la Lumière aux autres", mais nous pouvons partager avec les autres le désir d'être des étudiants.

Ainsi donc, avançons et transportons cette Flamme de Vérité avec nous. Faisons attention à ce que la Flamme ne s'éteigne pas, qu'aucun vent ne la souffle. Que cette Flamme grandisse et ap​porte Lumière et chaleur à ce monde malheureux.

Radha Burnier

Convention 1979.
                                                                                           ___________________________
Please let us have news from around the sections for the next newsletter. Let us have your news, poems and views.  Please also let me know what you would like to see in your newsletter.
May love, light and blessings be with you all.
AFRICA
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